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Most Rev. Mitchell T. Rozanski 

General Chairman
Archbishop of St. Louis

Most Rev. James Johnston
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Kansas City/St. Joseph

Most Rev. W. Shawn McKnight
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Most Rev. Mark Rivituso
Auxiliary Bishop of  St. Louis

Get involved! Join the Missouri 
Catholic Advocacy Network.

Blessings for the Christmas Season

Blessing of a Christmas Tree:

The use of the Christmas tree is relatively 
modern. Its origins are found in the 
medieval mystery plays that depicted the 
tree of paradise and the Christmas light 
or candle that symbolized Christ, the 
Light of the world. According to custom, 
the Christmas tree is set up just before 
Christmas and may remain in place until 
the Solemnity of Epiphany. The lights of 
the tree are illuminated a� er the prayer 
of blessing, according to the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops.

The MCC wishes you and your family a blessed Christmas and New Year! We 
are so grateful for your participation as a MOCAN member in 2022 and are 
looking forward to working together through the 2023 session. 

" Dear God, two thousand years ago, you 
brought your son, Jesus into this world to 
teach us the power of love and sacrifice. As 
we raise this tree, we remember his birth 
and the meaning of his life for us. Bless this 
tree as a symbol of our celebration of Jesus' 
birth and our gratitude for his sacrifice. 
May the joy this tree brings and the gi� s we 
place under it remind us of the many gi� s 
you have given us. We ask your blessings 
upon our loved ones, this day and always. 
Amen." 1122-46


