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The 2023 regular legislative session wrapped up on
Friday, May 12th. This year’s session started off on a
more cooperative note than it ended last year. However,
by the last week of session, infighting among Republican
factions in the Senate once again brought business to a
halt, which caused many of the party’s priorities to stall.
Other than the COVID-shortened 2020 legislative session,
2023 saw the fewest bills sent to the governor in the

last 30 years. The most notable casualty of the Senate
dysfunction was initiative petition reform, which was
one of the main priorities of Republicans coming into the
year. Lawmakers also failed to pass tax credits to address
the availability and affordability of childcare, which was
a priority of Governor Parson. However, the legislature
did pass two of its priorities related to transgender
youth. The first was a bill prohibiting puberty blockers
and cross-sex hormones for minors. After a Democratic
filibuster in the Senate, the bill was amended and will
expire after four years unless reauthorized by the General
Assembly. The legislature also passed a bill requiring
student athletes to compete in sports designated for
their biological sex. In the first legislative session post-
Dobbs, there was a bipartisan push to expand Medicaid
eligibility for low-income mothers from 60 days to one
year after the birth of their child. In this issue of Good
News, you can see how your legislators voted on the
minor transgender treatment bill, postpartum Medicaid
expansion bill, along with the sex separated sports bill.

Adoption Tax Credit

SB 24 was amended to include an
expansion of the adoption tax credit.
Current law authorizes a nonrefundable
tax credit for one-time adoption
expenses, not to exceed $10,000 per
child, with an annual limit of $6 million in
tax credits. The amendment adjusts the
maximum per-child credit for inflation,
makes the tax credit refundable,
removes the $6 million limit, and
provides that, for tax years ending on or
before December 31, 2023, priority for
authorizing tax credits shall be given to
applications for special needs children
who are residents or wards of residents

Benefits Cliff and Postpartum Care

SB 106, dealing with public health, was amended to in-
clude two MCC priorities. The bill also now includes the
benefits cliff language that would allow a recipient of
government assistance--such as food stamps (SNAP) or
temporary assistance for needy families (TANF)--to keep a
portion of their benefits in cases where an increase in the
recipient’s income would otherwise cause them to lose

access to the full amount of their benefits. In some cases, of this state.
the loss of the full benefits can be greater than the pay
increase, creating a disincentive for recipients to better MISSOURI

their situations. SB 106 also includes the extension of MO
HealthNet postpartum coverage for low-income women.
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Gender Reassignment
Treatment Ban

SB 49 establishes the “Missouri
Save Adolescents from
Experimentation (SAFE) Act”.
Under this act, no health care
provider shall perform gender
transition surgeries on any
minor. Until August 28, 2027,
no health care provider shall
prescribe or administer cross-
sex hormones or puberty-
blocking drugs to a minor for
a gender transition, unless
such minor was receiving such
treatment prior to August 28,
2023.

Postpartum Care

SBs 45 & 90 extend MO
HealthNet coverage for low-
income women from 60 days to
one year following the end of
the pregnancy to help address
Missouri’s high maternal
mortality rate and improve
health outcomes for mothers
and babies.

Sex Separated Sports

SB 39 prohibits a public or
private school from allowing
any student to compete in an
athletic competition that is
designated for the student’s
opposite biological sex.

Legislator

115
148

137

104

Rep. Joe Adams (D-University City)
Rep. Bill Allen (R-Kansas City)

Rep. Phil Amato (R-Amold)

Rep. Marlon Anderson (D-St. Louis)
Rep. LaDonna Appelbaum (D-St. Louis)
Rep. Darrell Atchison (R-Williamsville)
Rep. Ashley Aune (D-Kansas City)
Rep. Ben Baker (R-Neosho)

Rep. Brad Banderman (R-Saint Clair)
Rep. Gretchen Bangert (D-Florissant)
Rep. Donna Baringer (D-St. Louis)
Rep. Jerome Bames (D-Raytown)
Rep. Hardy Billington (R-Poplar Bluff)
Rep. John Black (R-Marshfield)

Rep. Ashley Bland Manlove (D-Kansas City)
Rep. Mitch Boggs (R-La Russell)

Rep. Gary Bonacker (R-House Springs)
Rep. LaKeySha Bosley (D-St. Louis)
Rep. Mazzie Boyd (R-Hamilton)

Rep. Bob Bromley (R-Carl Junction)
Rep. Chris Brown (R-Kansas City)
Rep. Donnie Brown (R-New Madrid)
Rep. Paula Brown (D-St. Louis)

Rep. Richard Brown (D-Kansas City)
Rep. Cyndi Buchheit-Courtway (R-Festus)
Rep. Jamie Burger (R-Benton)

Rep. Ingrid Bumett (D-Kansas City)
Rep. Michael Burton (D-Lakeshire)
Rep. Danny Busick (R-Newton)

Rep. Steve Butz (D-St. Louis)

Rep. Tricia Bymes (R-Wentzville)

Rep. David Casteel (R-High Ridge)
Rep. Darin Chappell (R-Rogersville)
Rep. Brad Christ (R-St. Louis)

Rep. Phil Christofanelli (R-St. Peters)
Rep. Doug Clemens (D-St. Ann)

Rep. Jeff Coleman (R-Grain Valley)
Rep. Kimberly-Ann Collins (D-St. Louis)
Rep. Bennie Cook (R-Houston)

Rep. Ron Copeland (R-Salem)

Rep. Aaron Crossley (D-Independence)
Rep. Scott Cupps (R-Shell Knob)

Rep. Bishop Davidson (R-Republic)
Rep. Michael Davis (R-Kansas City)
Rep. Dirk Deaton (R-Noel)

Rep. Dane Diehl (R-Butler)

Rep. Chris Dinkins (R-Lesterville)

Rep. Jo Doll (D-St. Louis)

Rep. Anthony Ealy (D-Grandview)
Rep. David Evans (R-West Plains)
Rep. Bill Falkner (R-St. Joseph)

Rep. Jeff Faman (R-Stanberry)

Rep. Betsy Fogle (D-Springfield)

Rep. Yolonda Fountain Henderson (D-St. Louis)
Rep. Rick Francis (R-Perryville)

Rep. Sherri Gallick (R-Belton)

Rep. Jamie Gragg (R-Ozark)

Rep. Alan Gray (D-Blackjack)

Rep. Kurtis Gregory (R-Marshall)

Rep. Dave Griffith (R-Jefferson City)
Rep. Kent Haden (R-Mexico)

Rep. Mike Haffner (R-Pleasant Hill)
Rep. Willard Haley (R-Eldon)

Rep. Bill Hardwick (R-Waynesville)
Rep. Wendy Hausman (R-St. Peters)
Rep. Stephanie Hein (D-Springfield)
Rep. Mike Henderson (R-Bonne Terre)
Rep. Justin Hicks (R-Lake St. Louis)
Rep. Dave Hinman (R-St. Peters)

Rep. Dan Houx (R-Warrensburg)

Rep. Barry Hovis (R-Whitewater)

Rep. Brad Hudson (R-Cape Fair)

Rep. Josh Hurlbert (R-Smithville)

Rep. Keri Ingle (D-Lee's Summit)

Rep. Jamie Johnson (D-Kansas City)
Rep. Michael Johnson (D-Kansas City)
Rep. Holly Jones (R-Eureka)

Rep. Doyle Justus (R-Troy)

Rep. Jim Kalberloh (R-Lowry City)
Rep. Ben Keathley (R-Chesterfield)
Rep. Ann Kelley (R-Lamar)

Rep. Hannah Kelly (R-Mountian Grove)
Rep. Jeff Knight (R-Lebanon)

Rep. Deb Lavender (D-Manchester)
Rep. Ed Lewis (R-Moberly)

Rep. Patty Lewis (D-Kansas City)

Rep. Chris Lonsdale (R-Liberty)

Rep. Tony Lovasco (R-O'Fallon)

Rep. lan Mackey (D-St. Louis)
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2023 MCC Votes
of Interest

House Votes

Vote 1 - House Truly
Agreed to and Finally
Passed to establish
the “Missouri Save
Adolescents from
Experimentation
(SAFE) Act”. (SS#2 SCS
SBs 49, 236, & 164
House Truly Agreed
to and Finally Passed,
5/10/2023)

MCC Position:
Support

Vote 2 - House Truly
Agreed to and Finally
Passed to extend MO
HealthNet coverage for
low-income women
from 60 days to one
year following the end
of the pregnancy to
help address Missouri’s
high maternal
mortality rate. (CCS
HCS SS SCS SBs 45 &
90 House Truly Agreed
to and Finally Passed,
5/12/2023)

MCC Position:
Support

Vote 3 - House

Truly Agreed to and
Finally Passed to
ensure fundamental
fairness and safety
for female athletes
seeking to participate
in interscholastic
sports. (SS#2 SB 39
House Truly Agreed
to and Finally Passed,
5/10/2023)

MCC Position:
Support
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Legislator

1 2 3 |
50 Rep. Doug Mann (D-Columbia) N Y N Senate votes
109 Rep. Kyle Marquart (R-Washington) Y N Y
107 Rep. Mark Matthiesen (R-O'Fallon) Y Y Y
124 Rep. Don Mayhew (R-Crocker) Y Y Y _
7 Rep. Peggy McGaugh (R-Carmollton) Y Y Y \/Ote l Senate
118  Rep. Mike McGirl (R-Potosi) Y Y Y Third Read and
20 Rep. Aaron McMullen (R-Independence) Y N Y .
80 Rep. Peter Merideth (D-St. Louis) N \ N Passed to establish
151 Rep. Herman Morse (R-Dexter) Y N Y AV H .
68 Rep. Jay Mosley (D-Florissant) AL Y AL th € M ISsourl Save
94  Rep. Jim Murphy (R-St. Louis) Y Y Y Adolescents from
42  Rep. Jeff Myers (R-Warrenton) Y Y Y . )
67 Rep. Chantelle Nickson-Clark (D-Florissant) N Y N Expeﬂ mentatIOﬂ
15 Rep. Maggie Nurrenbern (D-Kansas City) N Y N ”»
95 Rep. Michael O'Donnell (R-St. Louis) Y Y Y (SAFE) ACt - (85#2
100 Rep. Philip Oehlerking (R-Ballwin) Y Y Y
131 Rep. Bill Owen (R-Springfield) Y Y Y SCS SBS 49’ 236’ &
150 Rep. Cameron Parker (R-Campbell) Y Y Y 164 Senate Thlrd
30 Rep. Jonathan Patterson (R-Lee's Summit) N Y Y
40 Rep. Chad Perkins (R-Bowling Green) v N v Readand Passed,
122 Rep. Tara Peters (R-Rolla) Y N Y
90 Rep. Barbara Phifer (D-St. Louis) N AL N 3/23/2023>
47 Rep. Adrian Plank (D-Columbia) N Y N MCC Position:
89 Rep. Dean Plocher (R-St. Louis) Y Y Y
52 Rep. Brad Politt (R-Sedalia) v A v Support
13 Rep. Sean Pouche (R-Kansas City) Y Y Y
73 Rep. Raychel Proudie (D-St. Louis) N Y N
132 Rep. Crystal Quade (D—Springfield) N Y N \/Ote 2 _ Senat@
57 Rep. Rodger Reedy (R-Windsor) Y Y Y X
112 Rep. Renee Reuter (R-Imperial) Y Y Y ThlfC/ Read Ond
39 Rep. Doug Richey (R-Excelsior Springs) Y N Y
5 Rep. Louis Riggs (R-Hannibal) Y Y Y POSS@d tO eXtend MO
134 Rep. Alex Riley (R-Springfield) Y Y Y
161 Rep. Lane Roberts (R-Joplin) Y Y Y H €a IthNet Coverage
33 Rep. Chris Sander (R-Lone Jack) N N N ]cor' lovv-n’]come
61  Rep. Bruce Sassmann (R-Bland) Y Y Y
21 Rep. Robert Sauls (D-Independence) N \ N women from 60 d ays
69 Rep. Adam Schnelting (R-St. Charles) Y N Y 0
49 Rep. Jim Schulte (R-New Bloomfield) Y N Y to one year fo“ovw ng
105 Rep. Adam Schwadron (R-St. Charles) Y Y Y the end of the
156 Rep. Brian Seitz (R-Branson) Y N Y
37 Rep. Mark Sharp (D-Kansas City) AL Y N pregnancy to help
4 Rep. Greg Sharpe (R-Ewing) Y Y Y . )
11 Rep. Brenda Shields (R-Saint Joseph) vy v v addressMissouri’s
163 Rep. Cody Smith (R-Carthage) Y N Y i
46 Rep. David Smith (D-Columbia) N Y N h l gh m.aternal
155 Rep. Travis Smith (R-Dora) Y Y \ morta llty rate. (CCS
110 Rep. Justin Sparks (R-Wildwood) Y N Y
31 Rep. Dan Stacy (R-Blue Springs) Y N Y HCS SS SCS SBS 45
45 Rep. Kathy Steinhoff (D-Columbia) N Y N i
128 Rep. Mike Stephens (R-Bolivar) Y Y Y & 90 Senate Thlrd
133 Rep. Melanie Stinnett (R-Springfield) v ¥y vy Readand Passed,
34 Rep. Kemp Strickler (D-Lee's Summit) N Y N
84 Rep. Del Taylor (D-St. Louis) N Y N 5/5/2023)
48 | Rep. Tim Taylor (R-Bunceton) Y Y Y Qng .
66 Rep. Marlene Terry (D-St. Louis) N Y N MCC POS|t|0n.
123 Rep. Lisa Thomas (R-Lake Ozark) Y N Y Su pport
53 Rep. Terry Thompson (R-Lexington) Y Y Y
139 Rep. Bob Titus (R-Billings) Y N Y
44 Rep. Cheri Toalson Reisch (R-Hallsville) Y N Y .
83 Rep. Sarah Unsicker (D-Shrewsbury) N Y N \/Ote 3 - Senat@ Th/rd
9 Rep. Dean Van Schoiack (R-Savannah) Y Y Y R@Od and Passed to
59 Rep. Rudy Veit (R-Wardsville) Y Y Y
147 Rep. John Voss (R-Cape Girardeau) Y Y Y ensure fu ﬂdameﬂtal
114 Rep. Ken Waller (R-Herculaneum) Y Y Y f . d
93 Rep. Bridget Walsh Moore (D-St. Louis) N Y N alrness an
24 Rep. Emily Weber (D-Kansas City) N Y N
102 Rep. Richard West (R-Wentzville) Y N Y Safety for fe m.a Ie
106  Rep. Travis Wilson (R-St. Charles) Yy v v  athletes seekj ng
74 Rep. Kevin Windham (D-Hillsdale) N Y N .. .
18  Rep. Eric Woods (D-Kansas City) N Y N tO pa rt|C| pate n
116 Rep. Dale Wright (R-Farmington) Y Y Y s g
22 Rep. Yolanda Young (D-Kansas City) N Y N ! nte I’SChOlaStIC
78 vacant sports. (SS#2 SB

Read the End of Session
Report at mocatholic.org
to find out where all MCC

tracked bills ended

up this session.

39 Senate Third
Read and Passed,
3/23/2023)

MCC Position:
Support

| Dist. | Legislator [ 1+ [ 2 [ 3]
17  Sen. Lauren Arthur (D-Kansas City) N Y N
25 Sen. Jason Bean (R-Holcomb) Y Y Y
1 Sen. Doug Beck (D-St. Louis) N Y Y
6  Sen. Mike Bernskoetter (R-Jefferson City) Y Y Y
12 Sen. Rusty Black (R-Chillicothe) Y Y Y
31 Sen. Rick Brattin (R-Harrisonville) Y N Y
26 | Sen. Ben Brown (R-Washington) Y N Y
16 Sen. Justin Brown (R-Rolla) Y Y Y
32 Sen. Jill Carter (R-Granby) Y N Y
8 | Sen. Mike Cierpiot (R-Lee's Summit) Y Y Y
22 |Sen. Mary Elizabeth Coleman (R-Armold) Y Y Y
28 Sen. Sandy Crawford (R-Buffalo) Y Y Y
23 Sen. Bill Eigel (R-St. Peters) Y N Y
33 Sen. Karla Eslinger (R-Wasola) Y Y Y
10 Sen. Travis Fitzwater (R-Fulton) Y Y Y
3 Sen. Elaine Gannon (R-De Soto) Y Y Y
21 | Sen. Denny Hoskins (R-Warrensburg) Y N Y
30 Sen. Lincoln Hough (R-Springfield) Y Y Y
15 Sen. Andrew Koenig (R-Manchester) Y N Y
34 Sen. Tony Luetkemeyer (R-Parkville) Y Y Y
4 Sen. Karla May (D-St. Louis) N Y N
24 | Sen. Tracy McCreery (D-St. Louis) N Y N
29 | Sen. Mike Moon (R-Halltown) Y AL Y
13 Sen. Angela Mosley (D-Florissant) A Y N
18 | Sen. Cindy O'Laughlin (R-Shelbina) Y Y Y
7  Sen. Greg Razer (D-Kansas City) N Y N
27 | Sen. Holly Rehder (R-Scott City) Y Y Y
11 Sen. John Rizzo (D-Kansas City) N Y N
5 Sen. Steven Roberts (D-St. Louis) AL Y AL
19 ' Sen. Caleb Rowden (R-Columbia) Y Y Y
2 Sen. Nick Schroer (R-O'Fallon) Y N Y
20 Sen. Curtis Trent (R-Springfield) Y Y Y
9 Sen. Barbara Washington (D-Kansas City) N Y N
14 Sen. Brian Williams (D-St. Louis) N Y N

Voting key:

Y — Yes

N —No

AL — Absent with leave
A — Absent

P — Present

Find your legislators
« Enter your address at

www.senate.mo.gov/
LegisLookup/

« Or call the MCC at (573)
635-7239
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(573) 635-7239

£f Y@

mocatholic.org

Get involved! Join the Missouri
Catholic Advocacy Network.

Board of Directors
Most Rev. Mitchell T. Rozanski
General Chairman
Archbishop of St. Louis

Most Rev. James Johnston
Vice Chairman
Bishop of
Kansas City/St. Joseph

Most Rev. W. Shawn McKnight
Executive Chairman
Bishop of Jefferson City

Most Rev. Edward Rice
Bishop of
Springfield/Cape Girardeau

Most Rev. Mark Rivituso
Auxiliary Bishop of St. Louis

MCC from the Capitol
podcast

Looking for more inside news from the
Missouri Catholic Conference? For over three
years, we have been hosting the MCC from

the Capitol podcast where we take a deeper
look at the social and political issues facing
Missouri and the Catholic Church and how
those issues impact public policy. Scan the QR
code or visit our website, Spotify, Apple and
Google Podcasts to listen today!

To scan a QR code, open the camera app on
your phone, and focus the camera on the QR
code. A link will appear directing you to the
available content.
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MOCAN

The Missouri Catholic
Advocacy Network
Text MOCAN to 50457 to
receive text alerts!

Join the 10,000 + Catholic
Missourians who make up
MOCAN. If you're already a
member, encourage your
family, friends, and fellow
parishoners to join! As
MOCAN grows, so does the
Catholic voice in Missouri's
Capitol. Visit mocatholic.
org or send us an email at
mocatholic@mocatholic.org
for details.

623-16



