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What did we achieve together during the 
2019 legislative session?
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2019 End of 
Session Report

Be sure to look over 
the 2019 End of 
Session Report now 
available on our 
website at mocatholic.
org. This report shows 
the final status of 
all the bills the MCC 
took a position on 
during the 2019 
Missouri legislative 
session. Bills reported 
as "Truly Agreed to and 
Finally Passed," have 
been approved by 
the Missouri General 
Assembly and await 
action by the governor. 
The governor has until 
July 14, 2019 to sign or 
veto bills. 

To find your legislators, 
visit senate.mo.gov or 
call the MCC at 800-
456-1679.

The 2019 legislative session wrapped 
up on May 17, 2019. Several pieces 
of important legislation were passed 
during the 2019 legislative session, 
including substantial pro-life and 
corrections bills. On the last day of 
session, the legislature passed HB 
126, the “Missouri Stands for the 
Unborn Act,” which was sponsored 
by Rep. Nick Schroer (R-O’Fallon). 
The MCC supported the passage 
of this bill throughout the 2019 
legislative session, and applauded 
the General Assembly for its passage. 
The bill represents a huge victory 
for the Missouri pro-life community, 
and with it, Missouri joins other 
states that are seeking to change 

the narrative on abortion by passing 
laws that recognize and protect 
human life in the womb in the early 
stages of development. The MCC 
appreciates the hard work done 
by Missouri lawmakers to protect 
human life from the time a heartbeat 
is detected in the womb and beyond. 
The bill ensures custodial parents are 
notified when their minor children 
seek an abortion, provides that 
Missouri women seeking an abortion 
out-of-state are given the proper 
information they need to make 
an informed decision, and bans 
abortions sought solely because of 
race, gender, or a diagnosis of Down 
Syndrome. 

(continued on pg. 4)
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2019 MO Votes of 
Interest

House Votes

Vote 1 – House 
Truly Agreed to 
and Finally Passed 
to establish the 
"Missouri Stands 
for the Unborn 
Act". (SS SCS HB 
126 House Truly 
Agreed to and 
Finally Passed)

MCC Position: 
Support

Vote 2 – House 
Truly Agreed 
to and Finally 
Passed to prohibit 
imposition of 
fees for jail time 
and gives judges 
greater discretion 
in imposing 
sentences by 
limiting mandatory 
minimum 
sentencing 
requirements. 
(SS SCS HCS HB 
192 House Truly 
Agreed to and 
Finally Passed) 

MCC Position: 
Support

Voting Key: 
Y – Yes 
N – No 
AL – Absent with 
Leave
A – Absent 
P – Present
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Senate Votes

Vote 1 – Senate Third Read and Passed to establish the 
"Missouri Stands for the Unborn Act". (SS SCS HB 126 Senate 
Third Read and Passed) 

MCC Position: Support

Vote 2 – Senate Third Read and Passed to prohibit 
imposition of fees for jail time and gives judges greater 
discretion in imposing sentences by limiting mandatory 
minimum sentencing requirements. (SS SCS HCS HB 192 
Senate Third Read and Passed) 

MCC Position: Support

The Missouri Catholic Advocacy Network 
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Join the 10,000 + Catholic Missourians who 
make up the Missouri Catholic Advocacy 

Network. If you're already a member, 
encourage your family, friends, and fellow 
parishoners to join! As MOCAN grows, so 
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Lawmakers also passed HB 192, an important corrections reform bill that could impact 
thousands of lives. HB 192, sponsored by Rep. Bruce DeGroot (R-Chesterfield), ends 
the practice of imprisoning people who can’t afford to pay the costs associated with 
a previous stay in jail, a practice particularly rampant in rural counties. Rep. DeGroot 
credited Tony Messenger of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch for bringing to light this 
vicious cycle that has left many indigent people trapped in debtor’s prison schemes. 
Defendants, too poor to pay off jail debts, often lost jobs, cars, and houses in the 
process of trying to pay what they owed. In March, the Missouri Supreme Court ruled 
in a unanimous decision that courts cannot threaten defendants with additional jail 
time if a defendant fails to pay bills associated with a prior jail stay. HB 192 will codify 
the prohibition into law. The measure passed the House of Representatives and the 
Senate with near-unanimous approval. HB 192 also contains language that modifies 
criminal offenses that have minimum sentencing requirements. This language provides 
that minimum prison terms shall only apply to certain named offenses listed in the 
act, most involving violence or sexual assault. For all other crimes, judges would 
have the discretion to impose sentences whereby offenders would be eligible for 
parole, conditional release, or early release, rather than a statutorily-imposed jail 
sentence. Missouri’s current minimum sentencing requirements increase the prison 
population, increase costs to the state, and can have a negative effect on recidivism. 
The Department of Corrections (DOC) estimates that this legislation could save the state 
$5.8 million by Fiscal Year 2023. They further estimate that there will be a decrease in 
the state prison population of about 1,600 inmates by that time.

We send tremendous thanks to Governor Parson and Missouri legislators who worked 
hard to stand up for life and criminal justice reform this session amidst great opposition. 
Legislators received thousands of emails and phone calls from MOCAN members this 
session —  we want to thank you for being an active MOCAN member and using your 
voice to inform your legislators about your convictions — we couldn't have made such a 
difference without you!
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