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Help for Elderly and Disabled Preserved by General Assembly 

In the waning days of this year’s session, it appeared state lawmakers would roll back 
vital in-home care services for elderly and disabled Missourians. But with only minutes 
remaining, legislators passed legislation that preserves funding for in-home and long-term 
care for the elderly and disabled while keeping in place an existing tax credit for low-
income renters.
As introduced, HCB 3 had pitted the interests of elderly and disabled needing medical 

care against those of low-income renters who are also elderly and/or disabled and eligible 
for a tax credit. The credit averages $535 a year and helps people to meet the costs of basic 
necessities.
As originally passed by the Missouri House, HCB 3 repealed the renters’ tax credit 

and used the savings to maintain funding for the in-home and long-term care program. 
Supporters of the House version of the legislation said that repealing the renters' credit was 
necessary to save funding for some 8,000 elderly and disabled who rely on in-home services 
to stay out of nursing homes. 
But repealing the renters’ credit would have cut off assistance to over 100,000 needy 

Missourians. The Missouri Catholic Conference (MCC) argued that the bill as passed by the 
House presented a false choice between the two needy groups. The MCC urged legislators 
to find other ways to fund the care for the elderly and disabled while keeping in place the 
renters’ tax credit. 
After the House passed a repeal of the renters' credit, the Senate amended HCB 3 by 
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The 2017 legislative session ended with both pro-life 
victories and pro-life defeats. The General Assembly 
provided generous funding for pro-life programs, including 
$6.4 million for the Alternatives to Abortion (ATA) 
program. The ATA program provides funding for pregnancy 
resource centers and maternity homes that offer women 
who are facing a crisis pregnancy material and spiritual 
assistance with their pregnancies, as well as educational 
opportunities to help them thrive in their role as mothers.  
A program aimed at supporting fathers also received 

funding in the amount of $1.5 million. This program, 
called the Fatherhood Initiative, seeks to encourage the 
participation of men in the lives of their children, with the 
ultimate goal of pulling at-risk children out of poverty.
The General Assembly also appropriated $13 million 

for the Show-Me Healthy Babies program, which offers 
medical care to unborn children whose mothers are 
uninsured. This program is designed to provide prenatal 
care for the unborn, so that they achieve a healthy birth 
weight and have every opportunity to succeed. 
Using the budget process, the legislature also cut off 

family planning funding to organizations that perform 
abortions or provide counsel for abortions. This is the 
second year in a row the Missouri General Assembly has 
defunded Planned Parenthood through the budget process.  
The legislature failed, however, to pass two priority pieces 

of pro-life legislation the MCC worked hard to get passed. 

HB 174 and SB 41 were bills that would have pre-empted 
the recently enacted St. Louis City ordinance that made 
St. Louis an abortion “sanctuary” city.  HB 174 passed the 
House and made it to the Senate calendar, but never made 
it to the Senate floor for further debate. A Senate version of 
HB 174 (SB 41) was debated on the Senate floor late one 
evening and into the early hours of the next morning earlier 
in the session, but it was never called back up from the 
Senate calendar for further debate and passage. As a result, 
the St. Louis abortion sanctuary ordinance is still in effect.  
The Senate also failed to act on HB 194 and SB 67, 

bills that would ensure that fetal tissue from abortions in 
Missouri isn’t diverted for research and other purposes, and 
that abortion clinics are inspected annually. HB 194 came 
over to the Senate late in the session and never made it out 
of committee. SB 67 was debated earlier in the session, 
but was ultimately never passed in the Senate, despite an 
extended debate.
On May 22, 2017, the Archdiocese of St. Louis, Our 

Lady's Inn (a local maternity home), and O'Brien Industries 
sued the city of St. Louis challenging the abortion sanctuary 
ordinance. Archbishop Carlson stated at a press conference 
announcing the lawsuit that the passage of the ordinance 
is, "a marker of our city's embrace of the culture of death." 
Stay tuned for more information about this lawsuit.
See House vote 2 to find out how your representative voted 
on HB 174.

removing the proposed repeal and funding the in-home 
care by sweeping funds from the unexpended balances of 
various state programs. Senator Kiki Curls (D-Kansas City) 
offered the Senate amendment. 
On the last day of the session, the House accepted the 

Senate amendments and passed HCB 3. The bill now must 
be signed by Governor Greitens in order to become state 
law.
The bill only offers a one-year fix. The fund sweep cannot 

be repeated next year, so legislators will have to find a 

new source of funding in order to maintain the in-home 
care services for the elderly and disabled. The year-long 
reprieve should offer an opportunity for lawmakers to 
evaluate all of Missouri many tax credits. The MCC told 
legislators that the renters’ credit could use improvements, 
but so could the other existing tax credits. Tax credit reform 
looks to be a priority for the 2018 session of the Missouri 
General Assembly.
See the Senate vote and House vote 1 to find out how your 
legislators voted on HCB 3.

General Assembly Funds Pro-life Programs, Defunds Planned Parenthood, 
But Fails to Pass Pro-life Legislation

2017 End of Session Report 
Be sure to look over the 2017 End of Session Report now available on our website at mocatholic.org. This report 

shows the final status of all the bills the MCC took a position on during the 2017 Missouri legislative session. 

Bills reported as "Truly Agreed to and Finally Passed," have been approved by the Missouri General Assembly 
and await action by the governor. The governor has until July 15, 2017 to sign or veto bills. 
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Raise the Age is an effort to increase the age from 17 to 
18 of juvenile jurisdiction. Currently, Missouri is one of 
only seven states that still charge 17-year-olds in adult 
court. The vast majority of these teens commit non-violent 
offenses; those that do commit serious crimes would still 
be charged in adult court.  
This session, there were two bills dealing with Raise 

the Age: SB 40, sponsored by Senator Bob Dixon 
(R-Springfield), and HB 274, sponsored by Representative 
Nick Schroer (R-O’Fallon).  First up with a hearing 
was SB 40, where a large group of people was called to 
testify—mostly in favor of the bill. They testified that 
youth could be rehabilitated and there was no need to 
house them in adult jails where they could be vulnerable 
to physical and sexual abuse. The Juvenile Justice 
Association opposed the bill because they didn’t know if 
they would have the resources to house the youth. The bill 
languished in the Senate committee, ending with no vote 
on the bill.
HB 274 then had a hearing in the House. This time Rep. 

Schroer was ready to address the cost issue. He told the 
committee that the cost was misleading because youth 
would have to be taken in either by the adult court or the 
juvenile court. The Juvenile Justice Association again 
testified to the cost issue.  Eventually, the bill was voted 
“Do Pass” by a vote of 10-1.
By that point there was about a month left in the session 

and Rep. Schroer was afraid that the bill would never 
make it through the House in time. He went in search 
of a Senate bill to which he could add the language as 
an amendment. He found one in SB 50, a health care 
directive bill.
Pitching the "Raise the Age" proposal as a way to 

prevent suicide (youth held in adult jails are 36 times 
more likely to commit suicide than youth in juvenile 

Drug Registry Bill Fails to Pass – Again

As they have in past sessions, state legislators spent days 
debating how to stop patients from “doctor shopping” for 
painkillers and other prescription medications to satisfy 
their drug addiction, but in the end they failed to pass any 
bill.
State Representative Holly Rehder (R-Sikeston) has been 

the tireless champion for creating a program that would 
allow doctors and pharmacists to check a state registry to 
see if a patient was abusing a prescription drug. Missouri is 
the only state without such a program.
This year Rehder’s bill was HB 90; it passed the House 

with overwhelming support.  The Senate, however, 
undercut the effectiveness of the drug monitoring program 
by adding several crippling amendments. One amendment, 
for example, purged a patient’s drug history after 180 
days. In the end the two chambers could not reconcile their 
differences and the legislation died.
The MCC supported HB 90 as a way to combat doctor 

shopping. The proposal included provisions to protect 
confidentiality by barring disclosure of a patient’s drug 
history except to doctors, pharmacists and law enforcement 
authorities.

"Raise the Age" Fails in Legislature

Join MOCAN today!
Join MOCAN, the MCC's advocacy network!

Visit mocatholic.org for details or send us an email at 
mocatholic@mocatholic.org

Are you interested in learning more about how a bill becomes a law? Visit 
mocatholic.org to find more information about the legislative process.

detention facilities), the House added an amendment to SB 
50.  When SB 50 came back to the Senate, Senator Gina 
Walsh (D-St. Louis) called for a conference committee 
to iron out the differences in the bill. The conference 
committee kept only a handful of amendments—and the 
Raise the Age language was not included. We thank Rep. 
Schoer for his tenacity in trying to get the bill passed.
Raise the Age was supported by many groups, including 

the Missouri Catholic Conference. The MCC supports the 
bill because young people should not be placed in adult 
jails and treated like adults in criminal proceedings. This 
issue is expected to be re-visited next session.
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The  Missouri Catholic Conference, 
the public policy agency for the 
Catholic Church in Missouri, is 
celebrating its 50th anniversary 
in 2017. The MCC invites you to 
participate in a special anniversary 
celebration at St. Joseph Cathedral 
in Jefferson City on Saturday, Oct. 
7. The event includes an address by 
Papal Apostolic Nuncio to the United 
States, Archbishop Christophe Pierre. 
Since 1967, the MCC has been the 
voice of Missouri’s Catholic Bishops 
and Catholic citizens in the halls of 
the State Capitol. 2017 will focus on 
celebrating the past accomplishments 
of the MCC and working toward future 
achievements together with Bishops, 
legislators and the citizens of Missouri. 
Visit mocatholic.org in the upcoming 
months to learn more about the 
keynote speaker and workshops that 
will be held at the 50th anniversary 
celebration.
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Missouri General Assembly Votes of Interest 2017

House votes

Vote 1 – As 
Truly Agreed 
to and Finally 
Passed, 
the House 
accepted 
the Senate 
changes that 
removed the 
repeal of an 
existing tax 
credit for 
low income 
renters who 
are elderly 
or disabled. 
Also ensured 
continued 
funding for 
in-home care 
for the elderly 
or disabled. 

(SS HCB 3 
Truly Agreed 
to and Finally 
Passed) 

MCC Position: 
Support

Vote 2 – 
House Third 
Read and 
Passed to 
pre-empt local 
pro-abortion 
ordinances 
and protect 
the free 
speech of 
Alternatives 
to Abortion 
agencies.

(HCS HB 174 
House Third 
Read and 
Passed) 

MCC Position: 
Support

Senate Third Read and Passed to remove a 
provision found in an earlier version of the bill that 
would have repealed an existing tax credit for low 
income renters who are elderly or disabled. Also 
ensured continued funding for in-home care for the 
elderly or disabled. 

(SS HCB 3 Senate Third Read and Passed) 

MCC Position: Support

Senate vote

Voting Key: 
Y – Yes   N – No   AL – Absent with Leave  P – Present

To find your legislators, visit www.senate.mo.gov OR 
call the MCC at (800) 456-1679



House votes continued Voting Key: Y – Yes   N – No   AL – Absent with Leave  P – Present

Vote 1 – As 
Truly Agreed 
to and Finally 
Passed, the 
House accepted 
the Senate 
changes that 
removed the 
repeal of an 
existing tax 
credit for low 
income renters 
who are elderly 
or disabled. 
Also ensured 
continued 
funding for in-
home care for 
the elderly or 
disabled. 

(SS HCB 3 Truly 
Agreed to and 
Finally Passed) 

MCC Position: 
Support

Vote 2 – House 
Third Read 
and Passed to 
pre-empt local 
pro-abortion 
ordinances 
and protect the 
free speech of 
Alternatives 
to Abortion 
agencies.

(HCS HB 174 
House Third 
Read and 
Passed) 

MCC Position: 
Support

To find your legislators, visit www.senate.mo.gov OR call the MCC at (800) 456-1679


