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On May 18, the Missouri General Assembly finished its work for the 
2018 legislative session, including the fulfillment of their constitutionally 
required duty of passing the FY 2019 budget. There were two important 
legislative victories of note to the Missouri Catholic Conference (MCC)  
this session.  

First, the legislature extended the sunset date and increased the 
cap on the pregnancy resource center and maternity home tax credits. 
Second, the legislature passed “Raise the Age,” a criminal justice reform 
bill increasing the age at which juveniles are prosecuted in the juvenile 
justice system from 17 to 18. The MCC worked on both of these bills 
and welcomes these legislative changes. (See how your legislators voted 
on these bills later in this Good News.) Pregnancy resource centers 
and maternity homes provide help to women who are facing a crisis 
pregnancy to carry their unborn children to term. They provide material, 

educational, and postpartum assistance to these women and help them to establish a foundation on which to 
build their family. Donors making contributions of $100 of more to qualifying organizations are eligible for a 50 
percent state tax credit under this program. This year, the legislature increased the caps on these programs from 
$2.5 million to $3.5 million, thereby increasing the ability of these vital programs to raise funds to help more 
women and their unborn children.

“Raise the Age” allows juveniles up to 18 years of age who are charged with non-violent offenses to be 
prosecuted for their crimes in the juvenile justice system, rather than the adult system. Missouri was one of 
only five states requiring all juveniles 17 and older to be charged and prosecuted as adults, regardless of the 
nature of their crimes. Allowing non-violent juvenile offenders to be processed through the juvenile system helps 
reduce recidivism and allows younger offenders to be spared the shock and trauma of being held in jails with 
adults.     

Please join the MCC in thanking House and Senate sponsors Rep. Kevin Engler (R-Farmington), Sen. Bob Dixon 
(R-Springfield), Rep. Nick Schroer (R-St. Charles), and Sen. Wayne Wallingford (R-Cape Girardeau) for their great 
work on these bills!

2018 End of Session Report: What did we 
achieve together during this year's session?

Join MOCAN today!
Join the 10,000 + Catholic Missourians who make up the Missouri Catholic Advocacy 
Network. Visit mocatholic.org for details or send us an email at mocatholic@mocatholic.org
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2018 Missouri 
Votes of Interest

House Votes 

Vote 1 – House 
Truly Agreed 
to and Finally 
Passed to 
reauthorize 
benevolent 
tax credits, 
including those 
for pregnancy 
resource centers 
and maternity 
homes. (SS#2 
SCS HCS HBs 
1288, 1377 & 
2050 House Truly 
Agreed to and 
Finally Passed) 

MCC Position: 
Support

Vote 2 – House 
Third Read 
and Passed to 
allow juvenile 
jurisdiction to be 
moved from 17 to 
18 years old. (HCS 
SB 793 House 
Third Read and 
Passed) 

MCC Position: 
Support

Voting Key: 
Y – Yes 
N – No 
AL – Absent with 
Leave 
P – Present
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Senate Votes

Vote 1 – Senate Third Read and Passed to 
reauthorize benevolent tax credits, including 
those for pregnancy resource centers and 
maternity homes. (SS#2 SCS HCS HBs 1288, 1377 
& 2050 Senate Third Read and Passed) 

MCC Position: Support

Vote 2 – As Truly Agreed to and Finally Passed, 
allows juvenile jurisdiction to be moved 
from 17 to 18 years old. (SB 793 Senate Truly 
Agreed to and Finally Passed) 

MCC Position: Support

2018 End of Session Report 

Be sure to look over the 2018 End of 
Session Report now available on our 

website at mocatholic.org. This report 
shows the final status of all the bills the 
MCC took a position on during the 2018 

Missouri legislative session. 

Bills reported as "Truly Agreed to and 
Finally Passed," have been approved by 

the Missouri General Assembly and await 
action by the governor. The governor has 

until July 15, 2018 to sign or veto bills. 

To find your legislators, visit 
senate.mo.gov or call the MCC at 

800-456-1679.
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The Missouri Catholic Conference (MCC) is excited to 
announce the appointment of its new Executive Director, 
Deacon Tyler McClay. Deacon Tyler joined the MCC in 
January 2010 as General Counsel; he is an attorney and a 
registered lobbyist. Before joining the MCC he practiced law, 
representing physicians and hospitals in medical malpractice 
cases and health care litigation. Tyler will continue to serve 
as the MCC's General Counsel, advising Missouri's bishops on 
legal matters pertaining to public policy and representing the 
MCC before government agencies. Congratulations, Deacon 
Tyler, and welcome to your new role with the MCC!

This appointment follows the retirement of Mike Hoey, who served the MCC for 
nearly 40 years. Throughout his long career with the MCC, Mike Hoey stood up 
for the most vulnerable among us: the poor, the sick, the unborn, immigrants, and 
refugees, and embraced Catholic teaching to advocate for the common good. His 
work alongside legislators and others has garnered many victories for the people, 
and has protected Catholic values and ideals. 

Mike worked tirelessly, but never forgot to have fun along the way. His 
boisterous laugh and sense of humor will be missed within the office and 
around the Capitol. Mike plans to enjoy spending time with family, landscaping 
his backyard (aptly named "Hoey Henge") and traveling. We wish you the best, 
Mike, as you embark on your journey into retirement!


